Brackenwood Junior School

Policy for Special Educational Needs

Policy Aims

· To ensure that every child has an equal opportunity to participate in all

      aspect of school life, irrespective of race, gender or special need.

· To provide equal access to the National Curriculum and to plan for and

      provide a curriculum which is accessible to all the needs of the pupils.

· To raise staff awareness of the needs to differentiate work effectively and

      to provide regular training, coaching and development for all staff.

· To establish good home school communication.

· To involve the pupil wherever possible in the planning and target setting of

     his/her programme of work.

· To monitor and review individual needs regularly, and to maintain clear

     records of any action taken.

· To review needs and provision termly for budgeting, planning and

      resourcing for SEN.

Policy Objectives

· To identify as early as possible those pupils with SEN and the nature of

     their needs. This will include dyslexia as a specific learning difficulty.

· To maintain regular contact with parents at all stages of support and work

      in partnership with them to meet the targets set for their child.

· To determine any resource implications and establish whether they will be

      provided within school or through external sources.

· To establish criteria and programmes for monitoring, evaluating and

      reviewing the effectiveness of the provision.

· To decide if specialist advice is required from outside agencies and make

      appropriate referrals.

· To assist the governing body in fulfilling their duties regarding provision for

      pupils with SEN.

· To ensure that any withdrawal support is temporary and determined by the

           class teacher and SENCO in accordance with the SEN Code of Practice.

Procedure

The SENCO is consulted about any pupil for whom the class teacher has

concerns. A school record of pupils with SEN is maintained and updated termly

by the SENCO.

Parents are informed of any action, which the school proposes to take.

School Action (concerns)

The class teacher has overall responsibility and will:

· Have already provided differentiated work and made use of any in class

     support from a classroom assistant (CA)

· Have gathered information about the pupil, and made an initial

     assessment of the pupil’s needs in consultation with the SENCO

· Provide increased differentiation of classwork exploring ways in which

          increased support might meet the individual needs of the pupil

· Hold regular reviews with parents and SENCO

· Monitor and review the pupil’s progress

· The SENCO takes the lead in co-ordinating the pupil’s special educational

      provision, consulting the class teacher, who remains responsible for working

      with the pupil in the classroom.

The trigger for School Action/Concern is:

· A decision made following testing, assessment or parental concerns that

     shows that current differentiation of classwork is not sufficient to ensure

     adequate progress.

· A decision by the SENCO following discussions between class teachers

     and parents indicate that intensive early intervention is necessary.

The SENCO in consultation with the class teacher will:

· Review all the available information and collect any additional information

     from any other appropriate agencies.

· Decide whether to seek further advice and/or support the class teacher to

     draw up an individual education plan (IEP) including specific targets.

· Make arrangements for monitoring progress and set a review date.

School Action Plus

· The SENCO continues to take a leading role, working closely with the pupil’s

      teacher and sharing responsibility for the pupil with external specialist services

      relevant to the pupil’s needs.

The SENCO (in consultation with the Headteacher and class teacher) will:

· Review all the available information and contact appropriate external

     advisory agencies

· Consult parents and obtain their permission to submit a referral form

· Collect any additional information from any other appropriate agencies

· Decide whether to seek further advice from other agencies

· Support the class teacher to draw up an IEP to include specific targets

· Make arrangements for monitoring progress and set a review date

The trigger for School Action Plus is:

· A decision taken at a school support review

· A decision taken by all parties, including the Headteacher, that action with

          external support is necessary.

Statement of Special Educational Needs
In some cases the conclusion may be reached that, having taken action at School

Action Plus to meet the learning needs of the pupil, that pupil’s needs remain

substantial and cannot be effectively met within the resources normally available

to school. The school may therefore draw the pupil to the attention of the Local

Education Authority (LEA) with a view to a formal assessment under the 1993

Education Act.

The school will be required to state clearly the reason for the referral and submit

the following information:

· Recorded views of parents and where possible the pupil, on the earlier

     stages of assessment, action and support to date

· Any relevant medical information

· Where appropriate, evidence relating to Social Services involvement

· Individual education plans from school action and school action plus

· Review of each IEP indicating decisions made as a result of progress

     towards targets
· Evidence of involvement of outside specialists.

· Once the formal assessment is completed, a statement of special education

     needs may or may not be issued.

